
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORTS OF THE 



GOVERNOR OF OKLAHOMA 



TO THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 



1907 




WASHINGTON : GOVERNMEflT PRINTING OFFICE : 1907 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 



Page. 

Annual report 5 

General progress of the Territory 5 

Business conditions 5 

Agriculture 6 

Live stock 8 

Manufacturing -9 

Banks ., 9 

Insurance 10 

Railroads 11 

Telegraph and telephone 11 

Milling 12 

Incorporations * 12 

Oil and gas 12 

Building stone and road material 12 

Lumber and forestry 13 

^ Irrigation 13 

:tv Population 14 

.•^ . Public finances 16 

Authorization of expenditures 19 

» Taxation 20 

'^ Education 23 

r Public schools 23 

?^i The higher educational institutions 24 

Deaf mutes and blind 24 

Territorial lands 25 

. ^ General statement 25 

Common school lands 26 

Indemnity lands 26 

College lands .' 27 

Public building lands 29 

Receipts and expenditures 29 

Railway rates 31 

Opening of the ** Big Pasture *' 32 

^ Penitentiary 33 

'^, Reform school 34 

^ • Care of the insane 34 

^> '" Public buildings 35 

7 Public health 35 

" ^ Territorial militia 35 

"~ 7^ The constitutional convention 36 

J Supplemental report 37 

- General progress 37 

Financial conditions 38 

Final step to Statehood 38 



ILLUSTRATION 



Map of Oklahoma At end. 

3 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORTS OF THE GOVERNOR OF OKLAHOMA. 



ANNUAL REPORT. 

Executive Office, 
Guthrie, Olcla,, September 16, 1907, 
Sib: Complying with your req^uest under date of June 30^ 1907, 
I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report concermng the 
progress and condition of affairs in Oklahoma covering the year 
endmgJuneSO, 1907. 

GKNEKAIi PROGRES8 OF THE TERRITORY. 

BUSINESS CONpiTIONS. 

The financial and commercial conditions prevailing throughout the 
Territory the past year have been excellent and all lines or business 
have done well, money has been plenty, and the people generally 
prosperous. The number of business failures has been below the 
average and the trade outlook for the coming year is excellent. 

No State or Territory l^as a better public and private credit than 
Oklahoma. Never has there been a bond or secunty of the Territorv 
or any municipaUty thereof repudiated. Coimty, city, and school- 
district bonds or warrants and Territorial warrants command a 
premium in the market at all times and are much sought after by 
investors. 

Farm loans are being made at 5^ and 6 per cent and loans on city 
property at 6 to 8 per cent. 

Several large loan companies which have been operating in the 
Territory for years state that they have never had a foreclosure and 
at no time is there any considerable amount of interest in arrears. 

A number of street railway and interurban Unes and gas and 
electric plants have been financed successfuUv, and openings tor more 
investments of this kind are eagerly sought for by capitalists. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Oklahoma is situated in a preeminently agricultural region. 

There was a time when tne present was uncertain and the future 
looked dark to the men on the farms of the Territory, but to-day the 
farmer is more prosperous, better situated, and more contented than 
any other class of people. The feature which more than any other 
assures the success of tne farmer in this Territory is the wide range of 
crops that can be successfully grown. No State in the Union grows 
so largely of each of the three great staple crops of wheat, com, and 
cotton as does Oklahoma. Nowhere else on the continent does the 
farmer have so great a number of side crops which he can produce 
successfully. Everything listed in the seed catalogues will grow and 
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do well somewhere in Oklahoma. Oklahoma wheat was given the 
highest award at the Chicago World's Fair, Oklahoma com took gold 
medals at Omaha in 1898 and at St. Louis in 1904, Oklahoma cotton 
was awarded the grand prize at the Paris Exposition, and at two 
great expositions the Territory has won the highest award for pro- 
ducing successfully the greatest number of agricultural products. 

Allied with general farming is fruit and vegetable growing. Or- 
chardists in Oklahoma are producing all of the leading varieties of 
tree and bush fruits and tne profits are very encouraging. Many 
large apple orchards are bearing fine crops, ana the farmers of Logan 
County alone marketed $50,000 worth of Elberta peaches in 1906 
and will do twice as well this year. K| 

There are openings for thousands of people in Oklahoma, in farming 
and fruit and truck growing, where they can secure a pleasant home 
and be assured of a good Uving and an early competence. The value 
of crops and other farm products in 1906 is shown by the following 
tables: 

Amount and value of crops in 1906. 



Cotton 500-pound baies. , 

Com bushels . , 

Winter wheat do. . . , 

Oats do . . . 

Barley do..., 

Rye do ... , 

Castor beans do. . . . 

Kafir com do. . . . 

Milo maize do 

Irish potatoes do. . . 

Sweet potatoes do. . . . 

Onions for commercial purposes ..-. do. . . , 

Peanuts : pounds . 

Broom com tons. , 

Cowpeas, hay , . .do. . . , 

Cowpeas, seed bushels . 

Soy beans, hay tons. 

Alfalfa, hay do. . . 

Alfalfa seed, threshed -. bushels. 

Bermuda 

Tame grasses tons. , 

Native meadow do 

Sorghum for forage do. . . 



Product. 



381,064 

48,069,334 

23,015,258 

14,816,342 

390,720 

42,511 

21,765 

4,333,781 

2,180,145 

896,467 

259,368 

36,443 

810, 139 

44,749 

13,033 

11,207 

258 

124,207 

11,802 



10,620 
158,789 
300,436 



Total 6,096,803 65,022,149 



Area. 



Valu6. 




S18,824,338 

17,142,081 

15,042,390 

4,873,380 

163,966 

27,791 

21,766 

1,465,937 

870,767 

737,996 

181,235 

25,885 

38,701 

1,891,776 

130,330 

29,602 

1,966 

1,102,156 

113,668 



66,799 

784,361 

1,48.% 309 



Farm products in 1906. 



Quantity. 



Field crops acres 

Garden products marketed 

Poultry marketed 

Eggs marketed 

Cheese made pounds 

Butter made do. . 

Milk and cream sold i 

Animals fattened and slaughtered or sold for slaughter 

Wool pounds . . I 

Orchard products i 

Small fmits acres. . • 

Grapes gathered I>ounds . . { 

Wine manufactured gallons. . I 

Honey pounds. . 

Beeswax do 

Wood marketed 1 



6,096,803 



i 32,993 
I 7,206,958 



34,667 



Total 76,117,617 



2,758 

3,937,837 

99,173 

14,002 

2,104 



Value. 



165, 
5, 



022,149 
141,766 
773,004 
246,638 

5,940 
540,200 
625,817 
917,114 

7,680 

587,866 

106,059 

78,741 

6,943 

1,960 

463 

56,303 
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From statistics on file in the office of the secretary of the Okla- 
homa board of agriculture the following estimates are made concern- 
ing the crop outlook for the year 1907: 

The area of cotton planted in the springy of 1907 is estimated to 
be 20 per cent greater than in 1906, when* it was 1,144,898 acres. 
Owing to an extremely wet spring, a great deal of the acreage 
originally planted was abandoned. Cotton had to be replanted, 
and in tne rush of spring work the crop could not be properly cul- 
tivated; consequently about 10 per cent of the original acreage 
will not produce a full crop. Ihe growing condition of the crop is 
average and promises an average yield. 

The estimated increase in acreage of com planted in the spring 
of 1907 over that planted in 1906 is 20 per cent, thus miaking 
approximately 2,000,000 acres planted to com in 1907. Com, Uke 
cotton, suffered in the early spring on account of wet weather. A 
large portion of the crop had to be replanted, and in the rush of 
sprmg work the crop did not receive the cultivation needed. In 
some sections dry weather set in and the corn that was not thoroughly 
cultivated was injured by the drought. Com that was cultivated 
withstood the drought and will m.ake an average crop. Everjrthing 
considered, the yield of the 1907 crop does not give promise of 
exceeding that of 1906; in other words, with a shehtly increased 
acreage and in some sections a decreased yield, Oklanoma ought^to 
produce 65,000,000 bushels. 

The number of acres sown in wheat in the fall of 1906 was 1,788,709, 
a decrease of 8 per cent; average yield per acre was 9.44 bushels; 
10,500,000 bushels, valued at $8,925,000, were harvested. 

The area sown in oats in the spring of 1907 is estimated at 769,501 
acres. The average yield has been 11.15 bushels per acre, thus show- 
ing that the oats crop for the year 1907 was a practical failure. 
Tms failure is due to the damage by the wheat plant louse, or so- 
called ^* green bug.'' 

Estiniated acreage of broom com planted in the spring of 1907 is 
157)737, showing a decrease of 30 per cent over that of 1906. 

Farm lands in Oklahoma have been steadily growing in value each 
year as a result of the large increase in immigration from Northern 
and Eastern States and general developmient of the Territory. The 
fact that the pubhc domain in Oklahom^a is exhausted and there is 
no more Government land has been a potent factor in the growth in 
values the past year. 

Many farms have sold the past year for from $50 to $100 per acre, 
but the prices more often prevaihng for good average farms within 
reasonable distance of martet have been from $20 to $40 per acre, 
and there are many good fanns to be had in parts of the Territory 
not so well developed at $10 to $20 per acre. 
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The following table, compiled from statistics furnished by the reg- 
isters of deeds m the various counties of the Territory, contains mu^ 
information relative to farm sales in the month of April, 1907, and 
is indicative of the prevailing selling prices of farm lands : 



ScUes of lands in April, 1907. 



County. 



Num- 
ber of 
sales. 



Total acres Total price 
I transferred. 



paid. 



Beaver 

Blaine 

Caddo 

Canadian.. 
Cleveland. . 
Comanche. 

Custer 

Day. 



68 

66 I 



Dewey 

Garfield... 

Grant 

Greer 

Kay 

Kingfisher. 

Kiowa 

Lincoln o... 



29 I 
150 ; 

54 i 

121 



48 



24 ! 
126 I 
23 I 
64 I 
34 



11,885 


1111,360.00 


10,540 




4,291.50 


102,198.00 


3,360 




4,082 


86,775.00 


240,000 


600,000.00 


7,760 


153,020.00 


3,133 


35,386.00 


6,533 


86,600.00 


5,076 


230,865.55 


3,332 


121, 184. 00 


17,600 


352,000.00 


3,360 


149,740.00 


5,595.67 


117,320.50 


5,660 


136,040.00 



Price per acre. 



Lowest. Highest. Average. 



Noble 

Oklahoma o 

Pawnee o 

Payne a 

Pottawatomie. 
Roger MiUs. . . . 

Washita 

Woods 

Woodward 



30 
47 
104 



4,600 I 126,775.00 
2,767.32 I 61,577.00 



11.25 , 
6.00 I 
9.60 I 
8.00 I 
6.25 , 
18.00 
2.50 
6.00 
6.00 
16.26 
17.00 
10.00 I 
9.37 
20.00 ' 
7.60 I 



120.00 

115.00 , 
66.00 
76.00 , 
63.12 
60.00 
42.00 
23.43 
23.12 

101.24 
60.00 

126.00 , 
93.76 
47.00 
87.50 



11.00 
15.62 



5,075 
4,800 
(5,651 
15,080 
12,409 



162,698.00 1 
98,000.00 I 
151,200.00 , 
287, 476. 00 
171,307.00 ; 



62.60 
40.50 



I 



9.00 
10.00 
9.37 
3.76 i 
3.31 



200.00 
3a 00 
43.75 
56.00 
36.60 



a Registers of deeds failed to report. 
LIVE STOCK. 



19.37 
22.60 
23.80 
36.00 
21.20 
26.00 
19.70 
11.60 
11.61 
46.48 
36.37 
26.00 
44.26 
30.00 
26.00 



27.95 
22.00 



32.00 
20.00 
22.73 
19.06 
13.80 



In the early days of the Territory Oklahoma was naturally a stock 
coimtry, but with the advent of the settler longhom cattle have been 
gradually replaced by the shorthorn, the white face, and the Jersey. 
A few large pastures are still to be found in Beaver County, where 
much of the land is suitable only for grazing. 

Sheep, goats, and swine do equally well here, and more attention 
is being paid to this class of stock each 3rear. Poultry raising is fast 
becoming one of the important industries of Oklahoma and offers 
profitable opportunities. The value of all poultry products of the 
Territory, including eggs, exceeds $5,000,000 per annum. The fol- 
lowing figures, compiled oy the secretary of the Territorial board of 
agriculture, show the value of live stock: 

Value of live stock in 1906. 





Number. 


Value. 


Horses 


378, 180 
91,906 

879,886 
28,280 

464,265 


$27,736,727 

8,674,770 

20,116,827 

136,816 

3,094,626 


Mules and asses '. 


Cattle 


Sheep and goats 


Swine 




Total... ... 




60,266,764 
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MANUFACTURING. 

According to the figures compiled by the Census Bureau in 1905, 
637 factories in Oklahoma employed 3,492 wage-earners, had 
$11,074,267 capital invested, and produced aii annual output valued 
at $16,433,430. In the two jrears that have elapsed it is believed that 
the number of factories has increased fully 25 per cent, and yet the 
manufacturing industries of the Territory are but in their mfancy 
and there is bound to be an unprecedented growth and development 
along this line in the near future, when outside capitalists come to 
realize the many openings and great inducements for the establish- 
ment of many kinds of factories and allied industries. 

Twelve cotton-seed oil mills are reaping a rich harvest, 24 would 
all do. as well; 10 canning factories are making big dividends, three 
times as many would flourish; 8 or 10 creameries do well, there 
should be 80 or 100; 1 packing house does a good business, 6 would 
all do better, and so on through a long line of industries. There 
are wagon works, iron foundries, sash and door factories, box fac- 
tories, plow works, cigar factories, bakeries, printing and book estab- 
lishments, cotton "gins, flouring mills, salt and cement plants, and 
many other manufactories scattered over the Territory, but on 
every side are opportunities for the establishment of new ones and 
a richer field of this kind can be found nowhere in America. 

Oklahoma has been producing the finest cotton on the market for 

?''ears, but not until the last year was a single pound of it manu- 
actured into a finished proauct within the Territory. A cotton- 
spinning mill erected at Guthrie at a cost of $100,000 a year ago has 
done remarkably well and will double its plant at once. A second 
mill will also be put in by another company and other mills are pro- 
jected at other points. Several large cement mills are turning out a 
large output of cement. PracticaUy all of the cement used in the 
immense World's Fair buildings at St. Louis came from Oklahoma. 
A little salt is being manufactured, but the salt deposits of Okla- 
homa would supply material for a score of great salt plants. 

BANKS. 

There are in Oklahoma at this time 129 national and 295 Terri- 
torial banks, a total of 424, with a combined capitalization of 
$7,817,200, individual deposits aggregating $36,330,820.99, and total 
resources of $55,486,757.85. The banking laws are well enforced 
and the business of practically all of the banks conducted upon a 
conservative basis. 

Consolidated statement of the condition of all Territorial hanks at the close of biLsiness 

June 1, 1907.. 

RESOURCES. 

Loans and discounts 110, 020, 473. 34 

Overdrafts 384,373.49 

Bonds, warrants, and securities 367, 926. 02 

Banking house, furniture, and fixtures 703, 682. 72 

Other real estate owned 58, 180. 19 

Due from banks 5, 334, 658. 61 

Exchanges for clearing house 78, 393. 51 

Checks and other cash items 93, 144. 58 

Cash in bank 1,010,330.39 

Total 18,051,162.85 

13349—07 2 
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LIABILITIES. 

Capital stock paid in $3, 152, 200. 00 

Surplus fund 384,313.72 

Unaivided profits 601, 932. 76 

Due to banks 290, 815. 78 

Individual deposits 13, 329, 418. 99 

Cashiers and certified checks '. 139, 789. 96 

BQls payable 70,559.24 

Notes and bills rediscounted 82, 132. 40 

Total 18,051,162.85 

During the year ended June 30, 1907, 33 new banks were organized 
under tne Territorial banking laws; 16 Territorial banks became 
national banks, 9 voluntarily discontinued business and liquidated; 2 
were taken in charge and liquidated by the department, and 1 was 
placed in the hands of a receiver. 

On June 30, 1907, there were 295 banks in Oklahoma operating 
under charters granted by the Territory. Their capitalization was 
as follows: 

Capitalization of banks. 



Number of banks. 


Capital. 


Total capital. 


78 


$5,000.00 
6,000.00 
7,000.00 
7,600.00 
8,000.00 
10,000.00 
10,200.00 
12,000.00 
12,500.00 
15,000.00 
16,000.00 
20,000.00 
25,000.00 
30,000.00 
50,000.00 


$390,000.00 

12,000.00 

7,000.00 

7,500.00 

8,000.00 

1,570,000.00 

10,200.00 

24,000.00 

50,000.00 

270,000.00 

16,000.00 

120,000.00 

400,000.00 

90,000.00 

200,000.00 


2 


1 


1 


1 


167 . . 


1 i 


2 


4 


18 


1 


6 


16 


3 


4 








3,174,700.00 









On May 20, 1907, there were 129 national banks in Oklahoma, 
having a combined capitalization of $4,665,000; individual deposits 
of J23,001,402, and total resources of $37,435,595. 

INSURANCE. 

During the year 1906 93 fire insurance companies of other States 
licensed to do business in Oklahoma wrote or renewed policies amoimt- 
ing to $87,070,433.34, collected premiums in amount of $1,209,919.47, 
sustained $408,451.15 in losses, and paid $359,916.03. The 41 out- 
side life companies wrote $9,869,528.27 in new risks, collected $954,- 
146.72 in premiums, incurred losses in amoimt of $149,777.84, and 
paid $153,043.04, having 19,985 policies in force. 

Miscellaneous companies report business as follows: Eleven acci- 
dent companies collected $35,012.17 and paid $12,818.30 in losses; 6 
health companies, premiums $3,885.28, losses paid $1,093.09; 7 plate- 
glass companies, premiums $8,209.91, losses $2,505.99; 5 burglary 
and theft companies, premiums $6,608.68, losses $6,857.09; 4 Uability 
companies, premiums $6,608.68, losses $2,505.99. The 39 outside 
fraternal companies doing business in the Territory have 31,663 cer- 
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tificates in force, of which 13,199 were written the past year and 4 
home fraternal companies issued 3,117 certificates during the year. 

Six mutual fire and tornado companies organized under the laws of 
the Territory report $4,420,933.69 m new risks during the year. 

RAILROADS. 

For the first time in ten years no railway construction is reported 
within the Territory for the year, the railway mileage remaining the 
same as a year ago. The street-railway systems of Oklahoma City, 
Shawnee, and Guthrie all report additional mileage^ however, ana 
several new lines of railway are projected for the coming year. Dur- 
ing the year charters were granted to 36 railroads, having a total capi- 
talization of $511,400,000. • 

The 11 railwavs in the Territory report 2,888 miles of main track 
and 462 miles of side track, and the street railways operate 41 miles of 
track. The railways of Oklahoma include 4 main trimk lines with 
numerous branches and 7 independent lines, and every portion 
of the Territory has direct connection with all of the best markets of 
the nation. Some of the lines have improved their trackage and 
stations greatly during the year and further extensive improvements 
are contemplated. The following table shows the mileage by roads or 
systems: 

Railroad mileage in the Territory. 



Road. 



Main 
track. 



Side 
track. 



Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe , 

Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 

St. Louis and San Francisco 

Missouri, Kansas and Texas ^ 

Denver, Enid and Gulf 

Fort Smith and Western , 

Kansas City, Mexico and Orient , 

Midland Valley 

St. Louis, El Reno and Western , 

Denver, Kingfisher and Gulf (right of way only) 

Guthrie, Fairview and Western 

Oklahoma City Street Railway 

Guthrie Street Railway 

Shawnee Street Railway 



MUea. 

en. 09 

916.28 

619.66 

236.13 

113.31 

61.54 

186.11 

83.35 

41.01 

13.50 

6.75 

2L73 

7.75 

4.84 



MiUs, 

134.39 

160.67 

92.18 

37.64 

12.88 

5.42 

15.00 

9.47 

5.49 



TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE. 

The Western Union Telegraph Company has 2,514 miles of wire in 
the Territory, the Postal 254 miles, and the American District Mes- 
senger Company 9 miles in Guthrie and Oklahoma City. 

John M. Noble, general manager of the Pioneer Telephone Com- 
pany, which is the leading one, in a recent report says: 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1907, we built 234 miles of new pole line, 
strung 4,196 miles of new copper toll wire, 2,134 miles of new iron toll wire, making a 
total of 4,929 miles of toll-pole lines and 23,506 miles of toll wire. We have 640 toll 
stations and 102 telephone exchanges. We have 32,647 exchange and connecting 
company subscribers. In our exchanges we have 30,187 miles of aerial wire connect- 
ing subscribers* stations, including wires in cables. We have 2,269 miles of wire in 
underground cables. The company has 1,600 employees of all classes on its pay roll. 

The Topeka and El Reno Company is next in importance. It has 
13 exchanges, with an aggregate of 3,000 subscribers and about 1,200 
miles of toll-line circuit covering the southwestern portion of the 
Territory. 
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The Oklahoma Rural Telephone Company, of Enid, has 355 miles 
of circuit and exchanges in 12 towns. In addition there are many- 
small mutual compames and neighborhood lines, 228 having made 
returns to the Territorial auditor this year. 

MILLING. 

There are in the Territory at this time 76 flouring mills, with an 
aggregate daily output of 15,000 barrels of flour. These mills repre- 
sent an investment of nearly $4,000,000. Flour is shipped to every 
State in the Union, and dunng the past year large shipments have, 
been made direct from Oklahoma to Cuba, South America, and the 
Orient. The milUng industir has kept pace with the rapid develop- 
ment of all other Unes of industry in the Territory, and the mills are 
all equipped with the latest and best of machinery. 

INCORPORATIONS. 

The annual report of Charles H. Filson, Secretary of the Territory, 
shows corporations chartered for the year ended Jime 30, 1907, as 
follows : 

Corporations organized during fiscal year ended June SO, 1907. 



c^a^red. C*Pit*i«to<^k. 



Telephone companies : 

Builoing and loan associations 

Banks 

Construction companies 

Town-site companies 

Cemeteries 

Hospital 

Educational institutions 

Churches 

Benevolent institutions 

Oil, gas, mining, and other industrial corporations lor profit 

Railroads and street railways 

Total number and capitalization of all: 

Domestic corporations 

Foreign corporations 

Total number and capitalization of all companies, both foreign and domestic 

Number of corporations increasing capital stock 

Number of corporations decreasing capital stock 



827 
37 

1,165 
63 

1,228 
62 

7 



S963,038.25 

1,000,000.00 

387,500.00 

31,373,000.00 

4,163,683.00 

13,095.00 

80,000.00 

376,500.00 

67,800.00 

200,400.00 

272,172,000.00 

516,400,000.00 

827,197,016.25 
7,747,800.00 

834,944,816.00 
12,980,420.00 
3,526.000.00 



OIL AND GAS. 

Oil and gas, until within a few years unknown in Oklahoma, have 
become commodities of great importance. In northeastern Okla- 
homa has been developed one of the richest oil fields in the nation, 
and at various other portions of the Territory have there been finds 
of both oil and gas. Several towns of the Territory are alreadv 
lighted and heated by natural gas, and a company heavily capital- 
ized is now putting in a large pipe Une to carry gas to Shawnee, Okla- 
homa City, and Guthrie, where it will be furmshed to private con- 
sumers at 25 cents per 1,000 and to factories at half that price. 

BUILDING STONE AND ROAD MATERIAL. 

Good building stone is found in every county in Oklahoma suffi- 
cient to supply the ordinary local demands. In the northeastern 
and southwestern portions ot the Territory are many ledges of the 
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finest limestone, and from several large quarries shipments are being 
made, over the Territory and to neighbormg States. In the Wichita 
Mountains in southwestern Oklahoma are enormous ledges of granite 
suJBicient not only to supply the entire Territory with fine build- 
ing material for all time to come, but to furnish road material to 
give Oklahoma the finest roads in the world. By locating a peniten- 
tiary in these moimtains the Territory could buila the institution with 
the labor of the convicts and then employ them in getting and pre- 
paring road material for shipment to every localitv. The quarry- 
mg and working up of granite is destined to be one or the great indus- 
tries of the coining State. The finest ledges of this rock are to be 
found in that portion of the Wichitas extending into Greer Coimty, 
these being most suitable for advantageous (quarrying, the town of 
Granite being located at the base of a moimtam of solid granite that 
covers 2 square miles and is from 300 to 750 feet high. 

LUMBER AND FORESTRY. 

The extreme high price of lumber the past few years has awakened 
an interest in the subject ot timber culture and forestry, and many of 
the farmers of Oklahoma are planting timber in areas sufficient to 
supply them with fuel, posts, and some building material in the 
course of a few years, while those who have timber on their farms are 
giving it better care and protection. The greater portion of the 
eastern third of Oklahoma was originally well timbered, and great 
(quantities of wood have been cut for fuel, posts, and building mate- 
nal. The work was done, however, in a way which entailed an enor- 
mous waste, and an organized movement for the better care of all 
f rowing timber and the prevention of waste would be of imtold 
enefit to the future generations in Oklahoma. 

In the southeastern portion of the Indian Territory, soon to be a 
portion of the State, are several million acres of forests of pine and 
other commercial timber, which in the near future should give to the 
people of Oklahoma cheaper lumber. 

IRRIGATION. 

Rainfall during the past year has been so abimdant that there has 
been little general interest in irrigation. The farmers of the Terri- 
tory are, however, coining more and more to recognize the value of a 
supply of water to turn in on a crop at a critical dry period, even 
though they do not need water constantly, and experience has shown 
the great importance of flooding crops at regular intervals. Private 
or small company irrigation projects that have been in operation for 
several years are being constantly improved and extended, and many 
new plants were put in this year in southern and western Oklahoma. 

The possibiUties for irrigation in western Oklahoma are very great, 
and it is but a question of time when large areas there which are now 
thought to be unsuited to agriculture because of improper distribu- 
tion of rainfall throughout the year will support a large population 
engaged in truck farming, fruit raising, and general agriculture on an 
extensive scale. 
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POPUIiATION. 

The population of Oklahoma continues to increase at a rapid rate. 
The cities and towns are all growing and expanding, and many new 
towns are constantly springing up, while the agricultural communi- 
ties are becoming more thickly settled each year. The enumeration 
of inhabitants as mada by the assessors of the various counties each 
year^is very unreliable, as the assessor is inclined to miss all those 
who have no taxable property to list. I therefore give the figures 
obtained by the special census enumerators of the Federal Govern- 
ment who took the census of the inhabitants of Oklahoma on July 1, 
1907, which shows the population of the Territory to be 722,441, as 
compared with 398,331 m 1900, an increase in seven years of 324,110, 
or 81 per cent. 

Below is given a table showing the population of each of the coun- 
ties of Oklahoma in 1907 and 1900 and the percentage of increase or 
decrease in each one during the seven years, and a list of all the towns 
having one thousand or more inhabitants : 

Population of OUdkoina, by counties. 



County. 


1907. 


1900. 


Per cent 

of 
increase. 


Beaver 


36,677 
17,227 
32,768 
20,110 
18,460 
52,279 
18,478 
10,630 
13,329 
28,300 
17,638 
45,467 
24,757 
18,010 
22,165 
37,293 
30,711 
12,860 
55,849 
17,112 
23,360 

. 43,272 
20,538 

' 22,007 
41,656 
27,156 
16,332 


3,051 
10,668 


1,069.3 
61.6 


Blaine 


Caddo 




C^.n^cliAn 


15,981 
16,388 


26.8 


Cleveland 


12.6 


Comanche '. 




Custer 


12,264 
2,173 
8,819 
22,076 
17,273 
17,922 
22,530 
18,501 


60.7 


Day 


389.2 


Dewey 


61.1 


Garfield 


28.2 


Grant - . 


2.1 


Greer 


163.7 


Kay - - . . 


9.9 


Kingfisher . . . 


2.7 


Kiowa 




Lincoln 


27,007 
26,563 
14,015 
25,915 
12,366 
20,909 
26, 412 
6,190 


38.1 


Logan 


15.6 


Noble 


08:9 


Oklahoma 


116.6 


Pawnee 


22.2 


Payne 


11.2 


PottawfttoTnie 


63.8 


Roger Mills 


231.8 


Washita 


15,001 46.7 


Woods ... 


34,975 19.2 


Woodward 


7,469 ! 330.5 


Osage Reservation 








Total 


722,441 











a Decrease. 
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Population of cities and towns in Oklahoma. 



Over 10,000: 

Enid 10,087 

Guthrie 11,643 

Oklahoma City 32, 452 

Shawnee 10,955 

Between 5,000 and 10,000: 

El Reno 5,370 

Lawton 5,562 

Over 1,000 and less than 5,000: 

Anadarko 2,190 

Alva 2,800 

Altus 1,927 

Blackwell 2,644 

Capitol Hill 1,361 

Chandler 2, 234 

Cleveland 1,441 

Clinton 1,278 

Cordell 1,393 

Edmond 1,833 

ElkCity 2,195 

Frederick 2,036 

Geary 1,565 

Granite 1,026 



Over 1,000 and less than 5,000— 
* Continued. 

Henessey 

Hobart 

Kingfisher 

Mangum 

Newkirk 

Norman 

Pawnee 

Pawhuska 

Perry 

Ponca 

Pond Creek 

Sayre 

Shattuck - 

Stillwater 

Stroud 

Tecumseh 

Tonkawa 

Walter 

Watonga 

Weatherford 

Woodward — 



L573 
5,136 
2,214 
2,672 
1,778 
3,040 
1,943 
2,408 
2,881 
2,529 
1,155 
1,119 
1,009 
2,577 
1,313 
1,621 
1,238 
1,223 
1,608 
1,316 
2,018 



Over 96 per cent of the people in Oklahoma are American bom 
and the percentage of illiteracy is 6.5, being exactly the same as in 
New York. In Massachusetts it is 6.9; in New Hampshire, 6.2; 
in Maryland, 11; in Delaware, 12; in Georgia, 30; in New Mexico, 33; 
in Arizona, 34. Thirty-one States have a greater percentage of 
illiteracy than Oklahoma. 

The percentage of illiteracy among the whites is 2.9; among the 
negroes, 26; among the native whites, 2.5; among the foreign born 
wmtes, 8.3. 

The percentage of illiteracy among the males of voting age is 5.9, 
exactly the same as it is in New York. In Massachusetts the per- 
centage is 6.4; in the District of Columbia, 8.4; in Pennsylvania, 7.7; 
in New Hampshire, 7.9; in Delaware, 14; in Virginia, 25; in Arizona, 
26; in New Mexico, 28.3. 

Of the population in 1900, 367,524 were white, 18,83^1 negroes, 
11,945 Indians, and 31 Chinamen; of the whites, 198,943 were males, 
168,581 females; of negroes, 9,509 males, 9,322 females; of the 
Indians, 6,876 males, 6,068 females. Of the Indians, 6,018 were 
taxable, 6,927 nontaxable. 

The tide of immigration still continues to flow toward Oklahoma, 
people of all classes and conditions coming from every State of the 
union and many from foreign countries. Twice a month the rail- 
ways offer special rates to Oklahoma, and on these days all incoming 
passenger trains are run in two or three sections with every car 
crowded. 

The Oklahoma Federation of Commercial and Industrial Organi- 
zations, after having organized for the proper representation of Okla- 
homa's resources at the Jamestown Exposition, has undertaken 
another movement of a character that will prove of great value to 
the new State, namely, the organization of a state-wide immigra- 
tion society or association composed of the officers of commercial 
bodies, large property owners, and real estate dealers of the better 
class. 
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PUBLIC FINANCES. 

The financial condition of OkTahoma is excellent. The Territory 
has no bonded debt of any kind. On June 30, 1907, the total out- 
standing warrant indebtedness of the Territory was $731,466.93, as 
compared with $751,038.20 a year previous, and on that date the 
Temtorial treasurer had on hand the sum of $907,583.37. The 
total amount of all warrants issued during the year, which represents 
the entire expense of the Territory in every way, was $982,126.03, 
while the receipts of the treasurer for the year amounted to 
$1,256,043.24. 

The receipts were $273,917.21 in excess of the expenditures, and 
there was a net decrease of outstanding indebtedness of $19,671.27. 
At the end of the fiscal year there was sufficient cash on hand to pay 
all the debt and leave a balance of $176,116.44. 

Below are statements showing the tax collections, by counties, 
from July 1, 1906, to June 30, 1907, the receipts from sources other 
than taxation, the cash on hand in the various funds on July 1, 1907, 
and the securities furnished by each Territorial depository. 

Tax collections, by counties^ from July 1, 1906 , to June 30 y 1907, 



Beaver County $13, 137. 17 

Blaine County 14,315.23 

Canadian County 23, 882. 42 

Cleveland County 14, 800. 73 

Custer County 17, 327. 90 

Comanche County 29, 291. 04 

Caddo County 21, 191. 09 

Dewey County 8, 109. 68 

Day County 3, 795. 69 

Garfield County 32, 739. 73 

Grant County 21, 457. 84 

Greer County 38, 827. 80 

Kay County 28, 725. 97 

Kingfisher County 19, 765. 81 



Kiowa County $20, 056. 37 

Lincoln County 26, 209. 70 

Logan County 31, 567. 92 

Noble County 14, 836. 24 

Oklahoma County 54, 097. 18 

Payne County 23, 259. 72 

Pawnee County 28, 289. 47 

Pottawatomie County 29, 476. 03 

Roger Mills County 12, 341. 70 

Washita County 18, 234. 71 

Woods County 47, 024. 96 

Woodward County 21, 132. 99 

Total 613, 895. 09 



Receipts from sources other than taxation. 

J. W. Foose, Territorial librarian $1, 641. 25 

M. L. Mock, Territorial librarian 170. 00 

H. H. Smock, bank commissioner 4, 175. 00 

Charles H. Filson, secretary of Oklahoma 36, 039. 50 

F. A. Ashton, coal-oil inspector 11, 909. 97 

Public building fund (leasing board) 85, 876. 90 

Common school fund (leasing board) 346, 009. 23 

Common school indemnity (leasing board) 7, 666. 86 

College fund (leasing board) 89, 055. 23 

United States (for agricultural and mechanical colleges) 25, 000. 00 

Condemnation school lands in Woods County 15. 00 

Greer County, sections 13 (leasing board) 1, 956. 75 

Greer County, sections 33 (leasing board) 5, 873. 17 

"' " "^^ ' ^ ' 748.00 

868. 25 
LOO 
3.00 
10.80 
5.00 
3.25 



Northwestern Normal School (music department). 
Southwestern Normal School (music department) . 

Logan Countv Bank (amount to correct interest on warrant) 

John Fields (amount to correct warrant) 

A. E. Wilber (refund for binding magazines) 

J. E. Dyche (H. Overholzer et al. v. Board of Education) 

T. W. Conway, president (shortage in McClurg invoice) 

J. R. Campbell, president (proceeds from sale of team, wagon, and har- 
ness) 

J. R. Campbell, president (refund of claim made by C. Kimmell Co.).. . 



500.00 
114. 27 
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Interest on daily balances from July 1, 1906, to July 1, 1907 $23, 201. 45 

Central Normal School (music, chemistry, and manual-training depart- 
ments) 1, 304. 27 

Total 642,148.15 

Cash on handy June 30 j 1907. 

General revenue fund $63, 081. 94 

Public building fund 533,183.59 

Common school fund 21, 159. 28 

Common school indemnity fund 7, 418. 03 

Condemnation school lands fund 21, 189. 73 

Condemnation sections 13 fund 1, 238. 24 

Condemnation sections 33 fund 2, 622. 57 

Greer County sections 13 fund 24, 610. 14 

Greer County sections 33 fund 26, 103. 85 

Permanent school fund 100. 00 

Statutes and session laws fund 117. 00 

interest, land lease f xmd * 1, 818. 53 

Bond interest fund 8, 124. 96 

Library fund 971. 52 

Board of education fund 4, 938. 68 

Blind school fund 7, 221. 57 

University, Agricultural and Mechanical College, and normal school fund . 10, 403. 23 

Northwestern Normal School fund 900. 84 

Northwestern Normal School fund tax, 1903 5, 191. 19 

Northwestern Normal School fund tax, 1904 2, 339. 12 

Northwestern Normal School fund tax, 1905 5, 536. 35 

Northwestern Normal School fund tax, 1906 1, 866. 96 

Northwestern Normal School lease fund 5,209. 21 

Northwestern Normal School building fund 6, 917. 47 

Northwestern Normal School science hall fund 3, 258. 69 

Central Norma;! School fund .' 2, 210. 93 

Central Normal School tax, 1903 1, 356. 14 

Central Normal School tax, 1904 1, 693. 11 

Central Normal School tax, 1905 5, 461. 08 

Centi-al Normal School tax, 1906 4, 372 . 94 

Central Normal School lease fund 7, 819. 49 

Central Normal School building fund. 6, 826. 55 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University fund , 36. 33 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University building fund 190. 28 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University tax, 1903 112. 47 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University tax, 1904 89. 06 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University tax, 1905 4, 359. 58 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University tax, 1906 3, 340. 08 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University lease fund 8, 511. 25 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University, girls' dormitory 744. 82 

University Preparatory School fund 24. 40 

University Preparatory School tax, 1903 62. 44 

University Preparatory School tax, 1904 40. 36 

University Preparatory School tax, 1905 3, 478. 60 

University Preparatory School tax, 1906 9, 846. 52 

University Preparatory School lease fund 9. 60 

University Preparatory School building fund 16, 427. 33 

University fund 45. 79 

University tax, 1903 66. 24 

University tax, 1904 58. 67 

University tax, 1905 4, 272. 08 

University tax, 1906 9, 702. 73 

University building fund 4, 271. 62 

University lease fund 2, 102. 38 

University equipment tax, 1903 58. 93 

University equipment tax, 1904 62. 84 

Agricultural and Mechanical College fund 19. 35 

Agricultural and Mechanical College tax, 1903 39. 76 

13349—07 3 
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Agricultural and Mechanical College tax, 1904 $84. 70 

Agricultural and Mechanical College tax, 1905 2, 025. 00 

Agricultural and Mechanical College tax, 1906 4, 198. 42 

Agricultural and Mechanical College buildingfund 62. 60 

Agricultiu^l and Mechanical College, Morril Hall fund 1, 505. 13 

Southwestern Normal School fund 1, 815. 26 

Southwestern Normal School tax, 1904 1, 177. 01 

Southwestern Normal School tax, 1905 5, 267. 05 

Southwestern Normal School tax, 1906 5, 887. 07 

Southwestern NormaLSchool lease fund 7, 831. 40 

Southwestern Normal School building fund 3, 070. 43 

Southwestern Normal School beautifying fund 387. 82 

Deaf and Dumb School fund 26. 50 

Deaf and Dumb School tax, 1903 18.80 

Deaf and Dumb School tax, 1904 19.82 

Deaf and Dumb School tax, 1905 1,800.91 

Deaf and Dumb School tax, 1906 9,169.01 

Total 907,583.37 

The funds are deposited in the following banks: 

Territorial funds deposited in banks y June SO, 1907. 

Guthrie National Bank ^ $122,256.51 

National Bank of Commerce (Guthrie) 97, 628.56 

Guthrie Savings Bank 22, 827. 76 

Logan County Bank 22, 565. 31 

Western National Bank (Oklahoma City) 98, 482. 29 

American National, (Oklahoma City) 34, 494. 13 

Oklahoma City National (Oklahoma City) 20. 449. 68 

Farmers State Bank (Oklahoma City) 15^574.03 

First National (Tecumseh) 9,907.45 

State National (Shawnee) 35, 592. 26 

Tonkawa State (Tonkawa) 16, 180. 01 

Citizens Bank (Edmond) 6, 002. 19 

First National (Edmond) 8, 771. 37 

First National (Kingfisher) 35, 521. 98 

First National ( Arapaho) 23, 572. 19 

First National ( El Reno) 10, 278 . 69 

First National (Newkirk) 25, 122. 01 

First National ( Watonga) 16, 695. 69 

First National (Pawhuska) 4,153.25 

First National (Lawton) 14, 118. 61 

First State Bank (Carmen) 4, 511. 25 

Carmen National (Carmen) • 10, 044. 35 

Alva National (Alva) ." 24,610.80 

National Bank of Pond Creek 13, 078. 54 

Chandler National (Chandler).../ 17,896.70 

Pawnee National (Pawnee) 28, 219. 29 

Enid National (Enid) : 25,01^.59 

National Bank of Commerce (Stillwater) 10, 129. 70 

Citizens Natinoal (El Reno) 10, 515. 32 

Citizens Bank of Mulhall 5,182.42 

Garfield Exchange (Enid) 34,825.02 

Farmers National (Ponca City) 16, 596. 23 

Farmers and Merchants (Tryon) 5, 037. 51 

. First National (Waukomis) 10, 066. 60 

First National Bank (Hobart) 10,027.50 

First National (Wakita) 5,027.59 

Capitol National Bank $36,607.98 

Less outstanding checks 6. 99 

36, 600. 99 

Total 905,583.37 
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The difference in the balances as shown by treasurer's statement 
and those of the banks arises from the fact that checks have been 
issued which have not been presented for payment. 

The banks in which the Territorial funds are deposited have fur- 
nished security in the following amounts: 

Securities furnished by Territorial depositories. 

Guthrie National Bank $133, 623. 36 

National Bank of Commerce (Guthrie) 100,721.00 

Guthrie Savings Bank 26, 114. 94 

Logan County Bank 22,447.55 

Western National Bank (Oklahoma City) 100,031.62 

American National Bank (Oklahoma City) 34, 806. 08 

Farmers State Bank (Oklahoma City) 15,499.36 

Oklahoma City National Bank 23, 066. 49 

State National Bank (Shawnee) 35, 620. 95 

First National Bank (Tecumseh) 9, 866. 31 

First National Bank (Edmond) 11,163.69 

First National Bank ( Kingfisher) 44, 100. 00 

First National Bank (Arapaho) 23,839.19 

First National Bank (El Reno) 10,449.67 

First National Bank (Newkirk) 27,008.52 

First National Bank (Watonga) 19,524.58 

First National Bank (Pawhuska) 4, 187. 34 

First National Bank (Lawton) 13,978.31 

First National Bank (Waukomis) 10, 049. 75 

First National Bank (Hobart) 10,000.00 

First National Bank (Wakita) 5, 002. 23 

First State Bank (Carmen) 4, 622. 40 

Tonkawa State Bank 16,021.51 

Alva National Bank 25,236.28 

Enid National Bank 25,533.23 

Garfield Exchange Bank (Enid) 35, 251.42 

Pawnee National Bank 28,077.84 

Chandler National Bank 18,913.00 

Carmen National Bank 10, 000. 00 

Farmers National Bank (Ponca City) 16, 609. 77 

National Bank of Pond Creek 13,057.29 

National Bank of Commerce (Stillwater) 9, 752. 05 

Citizens National Bank (El Reno) 10,535.37 

Citizens Bank of Edmond 5, 880. 26 

Citizens Bank of Mulhall 5,648.09 

Farmers and Merchants Bank (Tryon) 5, 025. 05 

AUTHORIZATION OF EXPENDITURES. 

In view of the passage of the statehood enabling act Congress saw 
fit to order that no election should be held to elect members to the 
legislature, which in the ordinary course of events would have met 
in January, 1907, and appropriated money for carrying on the public 
business of the Territory, the maintenance of the pubnc institutions, 
and other purposes. By the same act (34 Stat., 639) the governor 
was authorized to approve the expenditures necessary to maintain 
the public institutions and carry on the public business of the Terri- 
tory. The burden of authorizing the expenditures for all of the Ter- 
ritorial institutions and for all public business has been a heavy one 
and involved much additional responsibility for the executive. The 
educational institutions and other departments of the Territory, 
because of the rapid growth and increased demands upon them, all 
seemed to require expenditures in excess of those authorized by the 
legislature for the two years previous, and there were many demands 
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for additional and increased expenditures. I have scrutinized all 
expenditures very carefully, however, and kept them as far as possi- 
ble within the bounds of the previous appropriations, increases and 
additional allowances being made only where they were absolutely 
demanded for the proper carrying on of the public businoss. '^^ 

TAXATION. 

^ The total Territorial tax levy for all purposes for the year 1907 is 
6.5 mills, as compared with 6.5 mills for 1906. This will produce the 
sum of $579,357.97, which it is estimated will be necessary to main- 
tain the Territorial government in all branches and departments, 
including all of the higher institutions of learning, care of insane, 
penitentiary, asylums, etc. 

The tax is -apportioned as follows : 

Apportionment of taxes. 



Levy 
(mills on 
the dollar), 



Amount 
produced. 



For general Territorial tax, 1907 , 

Morrill Hall, engineering rooms, gymnasium and necessary appliances for 

the Agricultural and Mechanical College, Stillwater, 1907 

For Territorial University at Norman, 1907 , 

For University Preparatory School at Tonkawa, 1907 

For the Territorial Normal School at Edmond, 1907 

For the Territorial Normal School at Alva, 1907 

For the Northwestern Normal School building at Alva, 1907 , 

For liquidation of certificates of indebtedness of the Northwestern Normal 

School at Alva 

For the maintenance, repairs, and equipment for the Southwestern Normal 

School at Weatherf ord , 1907 

For the Agricultural and Mechanical College at Stillwater, 1907 

For the Colored Agricultural and Normal University at Langston, 1907 

For the Doaf and Dumb School, 1907 

Total 



0.0025 

.00025 

.00055 

.0002 

.00033 

.00033 

,00028 

.00012 

.00033 
.0002 
.0002 
.00021 



$263,344.53 

26,334.45 
57,935.80 
21,067.56 
34,761.48 
34,761.48 
29,494.59 

12,640.54 

34,761.48 
21,067.56 
21,067.56 
22,120.94 



.0055 



579,357.97 



The total assessed valuation of all of the taxable property of the 
Territory for the year 1907 was $105,337,813, as compared with 
$96,625,694 for 1906. These values are less than 20 per cent of the 
real value of the property. 

Farm lands are assessed at an average of 3.14 per acre, horses at 
$18.85, cattle at $5.85, and swine at $2.08, while in the majority of 
cases money, lands, stocks, and other securities are not listed at all. 

Total assessment, all property, 1907. 



Moneys and credits $4, 306, 591 

RaUroads 13,812,763 

Pullman 43,016 

Express 21,189 

Telegraph 189,937 

Telephone 364,992 



Farmlands $37,911,108 

Town lots 19, 851, 967 

Livestock 14,968,559 

Miscellaneous 13, 870, 619 

Total 105,337,813 
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Total assessed valuation and estimated receipts from taxes ^ by counties. 



County. 



Total valuation. 



1906. 



1907. 



Receipts 
by coun- 
ties, 1907 
tax. 



Beaver 

Blaine 

Caddo 

Canadian.. .. 

Cleveland 

Comanche 

Custer 

Day 

Dewey 

Garfield 

Grant 

Greer 

Kay 

E^ingflsher 

Kiowa 

Lincoln 

Logan 

Noble 

Oklahoma 

Pawnee.. 

Payne 

Pottawatomie 
Roger Mills... 

Washita 

Woods 

Woodward 

Total... 



12,172,464 
2,128,371 
3,395,372 
3,487,511 
2,295,330 
4,632,971 
2,906,544 
664,259 
1,322,091 
5,277,441 
3,382,808 
6,006,538 
4,268,430 
3,139,521 
3,142,483 
4,153,316 
4,818,683 
2,196,648 
8,571,757 
5,167,774 
3,465,713 
4,532,105 
1,900,685 
2,748,616 i 
7,506,982 I 
3,341,271 



96,625,694 i 105,337,813 



$17,364.31 
14,700.44 
18,297.16 
20,965.92 
12,205.18 
31,956.83 
18,292.22 
4,499.46 
8,374.97 
29,742.69 
19,418.59 
37,807.49 
23,945.61 
17,556.72 
19,261.83 
24,199.86 
26,909.88 
12,118.77 
51,647.68 
27,848.37 
19,^93.72 
26,268.38 
12,865.52 
15,728.46 
45,805.00 
22,078.51 



579,357.97 



Assessment of farm lands ^ 1907, 



County. 


Number 
of acres. 


Average 

value per 

acre. 


Total 

value as 

equalized. 


Beaver 


414, 167 
337, 161 
287,153 
398, 436 
294,992 
622,517 
475,079 
152,786 
370,756 
593,315 
545,854 
987,469 
400,594 
503,833 
389,503 
480,838 
441,122 
252,862 
386,633 
214,749 
403,485 
335,403 
392,265 
481,204 
1,264,380 
826,256 


11.72 
2.40 
2.90 
3.90 
3.80 
2.80 
2.90 
2.00 
2.11 
3.70 
3.60 
2.90 
4.20 
3.50 
2.85 

3. 70 
3.60 
3.90 
3.80 
3.80 
3.80 
2.10 
2.95 
2.85 
2.00 


$710,238 


Blaine 


1,096,339 


Caddo 


832,744 


Canadian 


1,553,900 


Cleveland 


1,120,969 


Comanche 


1,743,048 


Custer 


1, 377, 729 


Day 


305, 572 


Dewey 


782, 295 


Garfield 


2,195,265 


Grant 


1,965,060 


Greer 


2,863,660 


Kay 


1,682,496 
1, 763, 416 


Kingfisher 


Kiowa 


1,110,083 


Lincoln 


1, 634, 849 


Logan 


1, 632, 151 


Noble 


910, 303 


Oklahoma 


1, 507, 869 


Pawnee 


816,046 


Payne 


1, 533, 243 


Pottawatomie 


1,274,531 


Roger Mills 


823, 757 


Washita 


1,419,552 


Woods *. 


3, 603, 483 


Woodward 


1,662,512 




Total 


12,252,812 




37,911,108 







Farm property has increased in value; as shown by the annual 
assessment, as follows: 

Annual assessment of farm property, 

1900 $9,875,638 1904 $30,668,770 

1901 17,280,609 1905 33,339,905 

1902 22,614,650 1906 .' 35,472,012 

1903 27,204,160 1907 37,911,108 
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Assessment of town property ^ by counties, 1907. 



Beaver County |224, 920 

Blaine County 296, 725 

Caddo County 555, 577 

Canadian County 690, 788 

Cleveland County 391, 202 

Comanche County 1, 369, 662 

Custer County 508, 964 

Day County 8, 653 

Dewey County 82, 004 

Garfield County 987, 392 

Grant County 200, 997 

Greer County 1, 102, 708 

Kay County 708, 209 

Kingfisher County 346, 085 



Kiowa County |704, 776 

Lincoln County 566, 949 

Logan County 1, 352, 837 

Noble County 326, 801 

Oklahoma County 4, 673, 822 

Pawnee County 799, 281 

Payne County 524, 918 

Pottawatomie County 1, 434, 605 

Rc^er Mills County 498, 990 

Washita County 221, 966 

Woods County 924, 146 

Woodward County 348, 990 

Total 19,851,967 



Assessment of live stock, 1907. 



Kind. 


Number. 


Average 
value. 


Assessed 
valuation. 


Horses 


371,937 
91,180 

806,976 
28,268 

458,846 


$18.85 

24.57 

6.86 

1.20 

2.08 


$7,011,216 
2,241,161 


Mules and asses 


Cattle 


4,724,073 

34,088 

958,021 


Sheep and goats 


Swine 




Total 






14,968,560 









The express companies doing business in the Territory were taxed 
as follows : 

Taxation of express companies. 



Company. 


Tax on 

net 
receipts. 


Tax on 
personal 
property. 


Total. 


American 


$555.39 
1,272.34 
2,398.76 


$1,955.51 
1,560.00 
9,447.16 


$2,510.90 


United States 


2,832.34 


WeUs Fargo 


15,845.92 





The assessment on telegraph companies is $52 per mile for a single 
wire and $12 per mile for each additional wire. The assessment on 
the three telegraph companies doing business in the Territory is as 
follows : 

Assessment of telegraph companies. 



Company. 


Mileage. 


Amount. 


Western Union . . 


2,514.19 

8.75 

253.75 


$182,846 
305 


American District 


Postal... . . ... 


6,787 







The basis for assessment of railroads is as follows : 

# 

Basis of assessment of railroad property, 

TRACK. 

Main track, from $3,000 to $5,600 per Side tracks, $2,000 per mile. 

mile. Grade, from $200 to $400 per mile. 

Branch lijies, from $2,500 to $4,400 per Ungraded right of way, $100 per mile. 

mile. 
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ROLLING STOCK. 

Locomotives, $200 to $3,200 each. Mail, express, and baggage cars, $900 to 

Passenger coaches, $1,500 to $2,000 each. $1,200 each. 

Combination cars, $1,200 to $1,500 each. Freight cars, $130 to $450 each. 

Tourist sleepers, $2,000 each. Grounds, depots, tools, and other personal 

Dininjg and special cars, $4,000 each. - property, as returned by the companies. 

Sleeping cars, $6,000 each. 

The total assessment of the railroads, which is $1,114,746 greater 
than it was during the previous year, is given in the following table: 

Total assessment of railroad property, 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe $3,584,627 

Denver, Enid and Gulf 413,833 

Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 4, 565, 870 

St. Louis and San Francisco 2, 800, 870 

Missouri, Kansas and Texas 1, 200, 654 

Midland Valley 283,152 

Fort Smith and Western 248, 810 

St. Louis, El Reno and Western 138, 886 

Kansas City, Mexico and Orient 454, 050 

Denver, Kingfisher and Gulf 2,700 

Guthrie, Fairview and Western 1, 925 

Oklahoma and Northwestern 901 

Oklahoma City Street Railway 72,880 

Guthrie Street Railway 9, 225 

Shawnee Street Railway 34, 380 

Total .' 13,812,763 

EDUCATION. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

There are in the Territory at this time 3,093 organized school dis- 
tricts, with 3,220* schoolhouses, valued at $2,600,000. The persons of 
school age the past year amounted to 226,135, of which 111,303 were 
white males, 106,127 white females, 4,247 colored males, and 4,458 
colored females. The enrollment in the schools for the year was 
151,473, and the average daily attendance 95,018. The total receipts 
for school purposes were $2,053,084.91; expenditures, $1,629,469.71. 
Of the expenditures, $1,064,256.78 was for teachers' salaries and 
$230,916.38 for new buildings. The average monjthly salary paid to 
teachers was $40.22 to males and $36.61 to females, and durmg the 
year an aggregate of 3,483 teachers' certificates were granted. 

Never at any time have there been mixed schools in Oklahoma, 
except in a few isolated districts in the early days when the people 
were too poor to provide separate schools for flie races. 

Under the present law, which has been in operation for some years, 
it is a misdemeanor for a negro child to attend a white school or a 
white child a negro school. Separate schools of equal faciUties and 
equipment are estabUshed and maintained in every county, the law 
makmg it compulsory to carry them on permanently. Equal educa- 
tional faciUties are thus guaranteed to children of whatever race in 
the district and graded schools, and the Territory maintains a separate 
university and normal school for negroes at Langston. 
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THE HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

There are seven higher educational institutions established and 
conducted by the Territory: The Oklahoma University, at Norman; 
the Agricultural and Mechanical College, at Stillwater; the Univer- 
sity Preparatory School, at Tonka wa; the Colored Agricultural and 
Normal University (for negroes), at Langston, and three normal 
schools — the Central State Normal, at Edmond; the Northwestern 
Normal, at Alva, and the Southwestern Normal, at Weatherford. 

These seven institutions have land, buildings, and equipment 
aggregating in value $1,553,600, and had a total enrollment of 4,323 
students during the past year. 

The enrollment and value of the property of each of the schools is 
as follows: 

University: Enrollment, 641 ; value of buildings, $151,500; grounds, 
$20,000; library, $25,000; general equipment, $60,000; furniture and 
fixtures, $32,000; total, $288,500. 

Agricultural and Mechanical College: Enrollment, 587; value of 
buildings, $210,000; grounds, $40,000; equipment, furniture, library, 
etc., $150,000; total, $400,000. 

University Preparatory: Enrollment, 453; value of buildings, 
$80,000; equipment, $9,500; furniture, $5,500; grounds, $9,000; sec- 
tion of land adjoining school donated by act of Congress, $60,000; 
total, $164,000. 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University: Enrollment, 353; 
value of buildings, $67,000; grounds, $10,000; equipment, including 
library, $42,000; total, $119,100. 

Central Normal School: Enrollment, 934; value of buildings, 
grounds, and equipment, $165,000. 

Southwestern Normal : Enrollment, 540 ; value of buildings, $48,000 ; 
grounds, $15,000; equipment and furniture, $22,500; library, $9,000; 
total, $94,500. 

Northwestern Normal: Enrollment, 815; value of buildings and 
grounds, $185,000; equipment and furniture, $27,500; library, $10,000; 
total, $222,500. 

Thorough work is being done in all of the Territorial colleges, the 
requirements being equal to those of the schools of any of the States. 

In addition to the colleges under Territorial supervision, there are 
a number of schools and colleges conducted by religious organizations, 
the most prominent of which are the Congregational College, at King- 
fisher; Epworth University, established by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, at Oklahoma City; the Baptist College, at Blackwell; the 
Christian College, at IJnid, and the CathoHc College for girls, at Guth- 
rie, all flourishing and well patronized. 

DEAF MUTES AND BLIND. 

The deaf mutes of the Territory are cared for and educated by con- 
tract in a private school located at Guthrie. The attendance at the 
close of the present school year was 107. The Territory pays $275 
per year for each pupil in attendance, the total cost during the past 
year aggregating $16,925.60. The school is in an excellent condition, 
all the pupils receiving the best of care and treatment and making 
satisfactory progress along educational lines. 
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There is no school for the blind in Oklahoma. Several years ago 
the governor was authorized to contract for the care and education of 
the blind youth of the Territory, and a tax was levied for th^ purpose 
of carrying out the contract. The number of blind in the Territory 
was so small, however, that no one felt justified in establishing a 
school. There is in the Territorial treasury the sum of $7,211.57 to 
the credit of the fund for the care of the blind, and a school should be 
estabUshed at an early dav or authority be granted the governor to 
contract for the care and education of these unfortunates in the school^ 
of some neighboring State. 

TKRRITOKIAL LANBS. 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 

By various acts of Congress certain lands in Oklahoma Territory 
have been from time to time reserved for the public schools, the higher 
institutions of lejarning, and the buildings for the State institutions of 
the future State of Oklahoma. Sections 16 and 36 in every congres- 
sional township in the entire Territory of Oklahoma have been 
reserved for common school purposes, sections 13 in the Cherokee 
Outlet, Kiowa, Comanche, Caddo, and Greer counties for the higher 
institutions of learning, and sections 33 in all townships in the same 
district for pubUc buildings. 

Sections 13 and 33 in Greer County were first reserved for such pur- 
poses as the legislature of the future State might specify, but by the 
provisions of the enabUng act, sections 13 m Greer County were 
reserved for educational institutions and sections 33 for public 
buildings. 

In 1891 Oklahoma Territory, by special act of Congress, was granted 
the privilege of leasing the school and other reserved lands of the 
Territorj^, and the total net proceeds from the leasing of all of these 
lands up to June 30, 1907, were $3,617,628.01. 

Practically all of the school lands of the Territory are under lease 
at this time, the leases running for a term of three years (a portion 
expiring each year) and the lessee always having the preference 
right of renewal for another term at the appraised rental. Leases 
are not made for less than 160 acres, and east of range 14 lessees 
can not hold more than one quarter section. West of range 14 the 
land has always been leased in such sized tracts as was deemed for 
the best interests of the school fund and the community. In for- 
mer years most of the western land was leased in large areas for 
grazing purposes only, but the increased demand for land and the 
gradual pushing west of the agricultural line have caused these large 
leases to be cut into smaller tracts. It is now the exception for any 
lessee to have more than one section, and even a majority of the sec- 
tion leases have been cut up into half -section or quarter-section tracts, 
and in the eastern portion of the Territory there is a strong demand 
for the cutting of leases into 40 and 80 acre tracts. The prevailing 
rentals range from $35 to $300 per quarter section on amcultural 
lands and from $20 to $100 per section on strictly grazing lands. 

At the towns of Luther, Hobart, and Lawton 80-acre tracts adjoin- 
ing the town sites have been laid off as additions to the town sites 
and platted into lots and blocks* the lots being leased for residence 
purposes. Every lot in each tract is leased, and each 80 acres brings 
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to the school fund from $300 to $500 rental per annum instead of 
the $50 or $60 it would bring for agricultural or grazing purposes. 
Arrangements are being nrnde to plat 160 acres more adjoming.the 
city of Lawton. 

There are many valuable mineral deposits to be found on school 
land and also much valuable timber. 

Because of the inability of the board to lease lands for mineral 
purposes, their authority to lease being confined to the surface of 
.the lands, the Territory is suffering great loss by the drainage of oil 
and gas from beneath school lands m the Cleveland oil district' by 
wells drilled close to the line on all sides. 

The timber on school lands is protected and preserved only by con- 
stant vigilance. In past years much timber was stolen, but no 
large depredations have been discovered this year. 

if for any reason Statehood should fail of fruition this year, Con- 
gress should grant authority to the board to lease for gas, oil, and 
mineral purposes and sell $10,000 or more worth qf walnut timber 
which has reached maturity and is deteriorating in value yearly 
because of decay and damage by fires. 

f COMMON SCHOOL LANDS. 

The total area of common school lands is 1,413,803 acres. Th6 
area of sections 16 and 36 amounts to 1,199,151 acres; the area of the 
indemnity lands taken in lieu of sections 16 and 36 is 214,651 acres. 
The total net receipts from the leasing of common school lands up to 
June 30, 1907, were $2,273,497.91, of which $302,795 was received 
during the last year. 

For a long time the receipts from the common school indemnity 
lands went into the common school fund, not being kept separate in 
any way. The Territorial legislature in March, 1901, however, 
enacted a law providing that 15 per cent of the rental receipts from 
common school indemnity lands should be returned to the scnool dis- 
trict in which the land was located; so on July 1, 1901, the Depart- 
ment began keeping a separate account of all the receipts from the 
rental of common school indemnity lands. From that date to June 
30, 1907, the receipts from this source were $212,807.61, the sum of 
$50,833.51 being received during the last twelve months. Of this 
amount, 85 per cent went into the common school fund and was dis- 
tributed to the districts of the entire Territory and 15 per cent was 
returned directly to the districts from which it was paid. 

INDEMNITY LANDS. 

The total area of indemnity lands is as follows: 

Area of indemnity lands. 

Acres. 

Common school indemnity / 214, 651 

College indemnity 44, 874 

Public building indemnity 46, 663 

Total 306, 188 

While the indemnity lands are scattered more or less over the Ter- 
ritory, there are several points at which they are massed in large con- 
tiguous areas. What are known as the Kickapoo indemnity lands 
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lie in Lincoln,^ Oklahoma, and Pottawatomie counties, and haveTa 
total area of 101,439 acres, 68,160 acres lying in Lincoln County, 
26,399 acres in Oklahoma County, and 6,880 acres in Pottawatomie 
County. In this district all the land in some townships is school land, 
and the community is at a great disadvantage, having no real estate 
to tax. There are 24,240 acres of indemnity land in the central por- 
tion of Woodward County and about 19,000 acres in the center of 
Beaver County, mostly along the Rock Island Railway. There are 
also about 30,000 acres of indemnity land in Caddo County, 45,000 
acres in Comanche County, 42,000 acres in Greer County, and 37,000 
acres in Kiowa County. The lands in these counties are more or less 
scattered. 

The first indemnity lands selected by the Territory were taken in 
large bodies, but this manner of selection was afterwards found to be 
a serious mistake, large contiguous tracts of nontaxable land being a 
burden on the local community* With all the land in a particular 
locality belonging to the Territory,* it was found almost impossible to 
have roads or- proper school facilities or other advantages; conse- 
(]^uently it was necessary to lease such lands at a much lower rate than 
similar lands scattered throughout various localities. 

Whatever the final decision of the State relative to the disposition 
of the school and other reserved lands, the indemnity lands which are 
located in large tracts should, in justice to all the people of the com- 
munities in which they are located, be disposed of at the earliest 
possible opportunity. 

COLLEGE LANDS. 

The total area of college lands is 322,207 acres, of wliich 44,874 
acres are indemnity lands. Of the college lands, 279,092 acres are 
outside and 42,914 acres are within Greer County. The net 
receipts from the renting of college lands outside of Greer County up 
to June 30, 1907, was $542,652.45, which amount has been distributed 
to the various colleges semiannually to assist in their support. 

Owing to the fact that sections 13 in Greer County are confirmed 
to the colleges by the enabhng act, the Attorney-General held that 
the receipts from the rentals of these lands after the passage of the 
enabling act should be treated as a part of the regular college funds 
and divided among the seven colleges of the Territory. ' In com- 
pliance with this ruling, the sum of $6,202.45, receipts from the 
-rentals on these lands during the year ending June 30, 1907, was 
divided equallv among the seven educational institutions of the 
Territorv, which, together with the receipts from sections 13 in other 
parts or the Territory, made a total received by each institution 
during the year from the rental of land of $13,936.63. The receipts 
from sections 13 in Greer County collected previous to the passage 
of the enabling act, amounting in all to $24,610.14, will be neld in 
the treasury until the State legislature meets and divides the same 
among the colleges. 

By the provisions of the statehood enabling act, all sections 13 or 
parts thereof located in anv portion of the Territory which were then 
open to settlement or which should become open to settlement at anj 
time in the future were granted to the college fimd. Under this 
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provision about 30,000 acres of sections 13 in Beaver County and the 
counties of the Cheyenne and Arapahoe country reverted to the 
college fund. 

No attention seems to have been paid to this section of the enabling 
act by the officials of the general or local land offices until the matter 
was taken up with the Secretary of the Interior by the governor of 
Oklahoma as chairman of the board for leasing school lands several 
months after the passage of the enabling act. 

The Secretary on December 18, 1906, sustained the position taken 
by the governor, and held that all of sections 13 anywhere in Okla- 
homa which were unappropriated on Jiine 16, 1906, went to the col- 
lege fund of the future State, and that no homestead fiUngs should 
have been allowed after said date. As the local land offices had been 
allowing fihngs on these lands after the passage of the ^nabhng act, 
a number of people who had made entry upon portions of sections 
13 and taken up their residence thereon and made some improvements 
found themselves to be in a position to sustain considerable loss. A 
further complication was caused by the holding of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office that where any person relinquished his 
homestead rights on sections 13 the same immediately reverted to 
the college fund and no other person could be allowed to ffie on the 
land. A number of i)eople who had induced others to relinquish by 
paying them a consideration for their improvements also found 
themselves to be losers* in considerable amount. Believing that 
neither the Territory nor the State should take advantage of any 
individual and profit by their loss, the board for leasing school lands 
decided to recognize the persons who had been allowed to make 
ffiings on sections 13 or who had procured relinquishments of home- 
steaders on such sections after the passage of the enabling act as 
lessees of such land under the regular leasing rules, and gave them a 
preference right lease on the land which would fully protect them as 
regards improvements and crops. 

Under the provisions of the statehood enabling act the following 
grants of land were made to the higher educational institutions of 
Oklahoma : 

Lands granted to higher educational institutions. 

Acres. 

Oklahoma University 250, 000 

Agricultural and Mechanical College 250, 000 

Normal schools '. 300, 000 

University Preparatory School 150, 000 

Colored Agricultural and Normal University 100, 000 

Total ^ 1, 050, 000 

The board for leasing school lands was made the agent for the 
State for the purpose of selecting these lands from the unappropriated 
public domain within the Territory, and this work was taken up 
immediately after the passage of the statehood bill and completed 
as rapidly as possible. When the first of these selections were certi- 
fied to the General Land Office by the local land office at Guthrie, 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office held that the board for 
leasing school lands must make a nonsaline and nonmineral affidavit 
for each tract. This would have involved an expenditure of from 
$12,000 to $15,000 and would have caused a year's delay. Upon 
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the appeal from the Commissioner this holding was reversed by the 
Secretary and the selections accepted without the affidavits. 

As a greater portion of the lands embraced in the selections made- 
for the colleges were located in a purely grazing country and had 
been used as pasture for years, the board deemed it best to allow 
the men to continue to use these lands as pastures, each person who 
had any of the land within his pasture being granted a lease to April 
1, 1908, upon payment by him of a reasonable rental from the d^te 
of the passage or the enabUng act to the date of the expiration of 
his lease. These leases do not carry with them any preference 
right for releasing or purchase. They are simply temporary grazing 
leases issued untu such time as the newly inaugurated State govern- 
ment should decide whether to sell the lands or to lease them for 
longer terms. In the meantime the lands are being appraised and 
classified, so that the future disposition of them will be oased upon 
a definite knowledge of their character and value. 

PUBLIC BUILDING LANDS. 

The total area of pubhc building lands in the Territory is 315,065 
acres, of which 41,619.20 acres are in Greer County and 46,663 acres 
are indemnity lands. The total receipts from the leasing of these 
lands have been $558,062.54, which amount is in the hands of the 
Territorial treasurer to be used by the State legislature in accordance 
with the provisions of section 8 of the enabling act. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

The receipts and expenditures from the Territorial lands are shown 
below. 

Total receipts and expenditures for the year ended June 30, 1906. 

On hand June 30, 1906 $16, 796. 15 

Received from June 30, 1906, to June 30, 1907. 569, 612. 72 

Total 586, 408. 87 

Expenses for the year $26, 535. 99 

To the Territorial treasurer 536, 359. 23 

Returned to applicants .' 9. 00 

Balance on hand 23, 504. 65 

Total 586, 408. 87 

Receipts and expenditures for each fund for the year ended June 30, 1907, 

Common school: 

Cash received , $318, 726. 15 

Expenses '... $15, 922. 15 

Returned to applicants 9. 00 

Net receipts 302, 795. 00 

318,726.15 

College: 

Cash received : 95, 102. 67 

Expenses 3, 715. 00 

Net receipts 91, 387. 67 

95, 102. 67 

Public buildings: 

Cash received 89, 055. 65 

Expenses 3, 715. 00 

Net receipts 85, 340. 65 

89, 055. 65 
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Common school indemnity: 

Cash received $53, 487. 53 

Expenses $2,654.02 

Net receipts 50,833.51 

63,487.53 

Greer Cotinty: 
Section 13 — 

Cash received 7, 523. 99 

Expenses 264.91 

* Net receipt. s 7,259.08 

7,523.99 

Section 33— 

Cash received 5, 716. 73 

Expenses 264.91 

Net receipts 5,451.82 

5,716.73 

Total receipts and expenditures of e<ichfund to June SO, 1907, 

Common school: 

Cash received " $2, 434, 819. 53 

Expenses $155,493.81 

Money returned to applicants 5, 827. 81 

Net receipts 2, 273, 497. 91 

2,434,819.53 

Colleges: 

Cash received 575, 669. 71 

Expenses 31, 250. 20 

Money returned to applicants 1, 767. 16 

Net receipts 542,652.35 

575, 669. 71 

"Public buildings: 

Cash received 564, 074. 52 

Expenses 31,187.24 

Money returned to applicants 1, 180. 09 

Net receipts 531, 707. 19 

564,074.52 

Common school indemnity: 

Cash received 225, 807. 61 

Expenses , 13,452.58 

Money returned to applicants 2.50 

Net receipts 212,352.53 

225, 807. 61 

Greer County: 
Section 13 — 

Cash received 33, 047. 98 

Expenses 1,968.89 

Money returned to applicants 16. 50 

Net receipts ' 31, 062. 59 

33, 047. 98 

Section 33— 

Cash received • 28, 324. 33 

Expenses 1,968.89 

Net receipts 26,355.44 

28, 324. 33 

Grand total of all funds: 

Cash received 3, 861, 743. 68 

Expenses 235,321.61 

Money returned to applicants 8, 794. 06 

Net receipts 3,617,628.01 

3, 861, 743. 68 
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Common school fund 

College 

Public buildings 

Common scbool indemnity. 
Greer County: 

Section 13 

Section 33 



Total - 




Amount. 



1^723,969.57 
197,722.27 
188,034.12 
80, 101. 50 

17,787.70 
14,911.00 



1,222,626.16 



Net proceeds from leasing school lands. 



1891 $4,536.82 

1892 21,346.13 

1893 19,164.67 

1894 45,989.98 

1895 88,627.97 

1896 71,740.68 

1897 98,467.81 

1898 173,442.83 

1899 133,047.19 

1900 177,190.24 



1901 $213, 303. 67 

1902 435,915.85 

3903 322,880.54 

1904 335, 780. 00 

1905....: 419,197.28 

1906 513, 928. 62 

1907 543, 067. 73 



Total 3,617,628.01 



RAII^WAY RATES. 

Soon after being inducted into the office of governor, I became 
convinced that the people of Oklahoma were being discriminated 
against in railroad rates and were not receiving the service, accom- 
modations, and faciUties that they were entitled to from the railroad 
companies operating in the Territory. At my suggestion the attor- 
ney-general made a thorough investigation and soon found plenty of 
evidence of discrimination in both freight and passenger rates against 
the people of Oklahoma, as well as improper service and violation of 
law upon the part of every railroad company in Oklahoma. Suffi- 
cient information and evidence had been found more than a year ago 
to begin action against the railroads, but owing to the fact "that the 
Hepburn amendment to the interstate commerce act of 1887 granted 
an extension of the powers and jurisdiction of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission nothing was done until after this amended act 
became operative on August 31, 1906. 

Early m October, however, suit was begun in the name of the 
Territory against the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway 
Company to enjoin the collection by it of arbitrary grain rates in 
soutnem and western parts of Oklahoma. A second suit was insti- 
tuted against the same road to enjoin it from making any charge 
within the Territory of Oklahoma in excess of the rate authorized by 
law in the State of Kansas. Two suits were filed against the St. 
Louis and San Francisco Railway Company covering the same 
grounds as those against the Rock Island. AH four or these suits 
were decided against the railway companies in the district court and 
were appealed to the supreme court of the Territory where they are 
now pending. Owing to a doubt as to whether the supreme court 
of the Territory had jurisdiction, the Rock Island appealed to the 
Supreme Court of the United States on transcript, and the cases are 
pending there. Although these four suits are still pending in the 
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courts, all of the railway companies operating in Oklahoma have 
discontinued the arbitrary rates and substituted the Kansas distance 
tariff in Oklahoma and Indian Territories upon all interstate ship- 
ments. This resulted in a horizontal reduction upon shipments of 
this character of about 12 per cent. 

The attorney-general of the Territory on November 19, 1906, 
applied for a peremptory writ of mandamus requiring the Chicago, 
Rock Island and Pacific Railway to lay heavy steel in Oklahoma, to 
ballast its track, to put in better sidetracks and terminal faciUties, 
and to improve the equipments and operating service. This com- 
pany in the return made to the alternative writ some months ago 
stated that since January 1, 1907, it had expended $1,800,000 in 
repairing and improving its system and would continue the work and 
endeavor in every way to comply with the demands of the Territory. 

As a result of suits also begun in November against the Chicago, 
Rock Island and Pacific, the Fort Smith and Western, and the St. 
Louis and San Francisco Railway companies asking for a restraining 
order to prevent their collecting any rate on coal from Indian Ter- 
ritory or Arkansas in excess of the rate authorized by the laws in the 
State of Arkansas, all of the railway companies in the Territory made 
an average reduction in coal rates to all Oklahoma destinations of 
36,.4 cents per ton. As a result of complaint filed on behalf of the 
Territory with the Interstate Commerce Commission, the Commission 
recently ordered the rate reduced on wheat and other grain for export 
7 cents per hundred, which adds 4 cents to the value of every bushel 
of grain produced in Oklahoma Territory. 

Other complaints have been filed against the railway companies of 
the Territory of Oklahoma for discrimination in rates on lumber, live 
stock, coal, grain, and cotton seed and for failure to furnish cars suffi- 
cient for public service, nine complaints in all being made to the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission. The reductions already granted by 
the railway companies in rates since the inauguration of the campaign 
against them in behalf of the people of Oklahoma will approximate a 
saving of about $3,000,000 a year to the producers and consumers of 
Oklahoma Territory. Evidence in all the cases still pending is such 
that there can be no question but that the courts and the Interstate 
Commerce Commission will order still further reductions in rates, as 
well as compel the railway companies to give to the people of the 
Territory more adequate service. 

OPE]Nri:N^G OF THK "BIG PA8TURTC." 

On December 6, 1906, occurred the last great opening of Oklahoma 
lands to settlement^. The lands at this opening, however, did not go 
to the man first on the ground or to the one who was lucky in drawing 
a certain number, but to the one who had the most money to offer. 
The lands embraced in this opening were what is known as the '^Big 
Pasture,'' with an area of about 450,000 acres, in the southefm portion 
of Comanche County, two Indian pastures in Comanche County and 
one in Kiowa County, the three having an area of over 80,000 acres, 
and the old Fort Sill wood reserve, containing about 25,000 acres. 
No bids were entertained under $5 per acre, and at the close of the 
bidding but 126 quarter sections remained unsold. The average price 
per quarter section ranged from $1,200 to $1,800, the lughest amount 
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bid for a single quarter section being $7,000. The total amount 
received from sale of these lands approximated $5,000,000, which 
was added to the funds set aside for the benefit of the Indian tribes 
who formerly owned the lands. 

The Government laid off five town sites in the Big Pasture and one 
in the pasture in Kiowa County, these towns being named " Randlett," 
"Escheti," '^Quanah/' '^sadore,'' ^'Ahpehatone," and '^Koonka- 
zachey.'' The majoritv of the lots in each of these town sites were 
sold to the highest bidders for the benefit of the Indian tribes. One 
business lot in Randlett sold for $1,120; the highest lot in Escheti 
sold for $660, and large numbers of business lots sold from $200 to 
$250 in each of the town sites. The residence lots in Randlett and 
Escheti sold at an average of from $35 to $40 ; in the other town sites 
at about $20. 

The persons purchasing the farms in these pastures were required 
under the law to pay one-fifth cash, to take up their residence on the 
land within six months, and to remain there five years, paying the 
balance of the amount bid in five annual payments. 

In the seven months which have transpired since the opening of 
these lands a wonderful change has taken place. The settlers have 
taken up their residence on the farms and in the towns, and where 
seven months ago there was nothing but the waving grasses of the 

Erairie and a few scattered herds of cattle there are now comfortable 
omes, farms planted to crops, and growing towns. Many fine 
homes, costing rrom $1,500 to $2,000, are already to be foimd on the 
farms, and it is estimated that the cotton crop of the Big Pasture 
for the present year will reach 25,000 bales. 

PENITEKTIARY. 

The convicts of Oklahoma are cared for in the Kansas penitentiary 
under contract, the Territory having no penitentiary. The pris- 
oners are employed in various occupations — some in the coal mine, 
others in the overall, furniture, and binding twine factory, and a 
number on the prison farm. The Territory pays 40 cents per day 
for each prisoner to the Kansas authorities, the total expense of keep- 
ing these prisoners for the year ending June 30, 1907, being $57,869.20. 

The following figures are taken from the annual report of the 
warden of the penitentiary : 

Prisoners in custody June 30, 1906 387 

Prisoners. received during year 171 

Prisoners discharged dunng year 179 

Prisoners in custody June 30, 1907 379 

Classification of prisoners in custody ^ June 30, 1907. 

White males 267 

White females 6 

Black males 96 

Black females 2 

Indians, males - 8 

Mexicans, males 1 

Total 379 

Prisoners under 18 years of age 26 

Prisoners over 18 years of age 353 

Total 379 
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REFORM SCHOOL.. 

Oklahoma is without a reformatory institution of any kind, the 
courts being often compelled to sentence mere boys to the peniten- 
tiary, where they must consort with hardened criminals. This is a 
crime against humanity and justice and a condition which should no 
longer be permitted to exist. 

The legislature in 1905 appropriated $5,000 for the carrying out of 
the provisions of an act authorizing the governor to enter into a con- 
tract with responsible persons within the Territory for the safe-keep- 
ing, care, and education of youthful prisoners and incorrigibles, but 
the amount was so small that it has been impossible to get any person 
to establish an institution. Acting under the general authority 
granted the governor to contract for the care of prisoners, I have 
endeavored to make a contract with the State of Kansas under which 
the 50 or more boys from Oklahoma in the Kansas penitentiary 
shall be transferred to the State reformatory. Negotiations are now 
in progress looking toward that end, and there is a prospect that a con- 
tract will be made at an early date that will result in the removal of 
these unfortunate youths from their demoralizing and contaminating 
environment. 

CARE OF THK INSAl^K. 

Oklahoma having no insane asylum, pays to the Oklahoma Sanita- 
rium Company, which has a large private asylum at Norman, Okla., 
the sum of $200 each per annum for the care and maintenance of the 
insane of the Territory. On June 30 there were in the asylum 689 
patients, an increase of 73 during the year. The total amount paid 
for the care of these unfortunates during the year was $104,031.91. 

The present indications are that Oklahoma will soon be caring for 
its insane in a Territorial asylum at a greatly decreased expense. 
That portion of the Fort Supply Military Reservation remaining 
under the control of the Federal Government and embracing 1,760 
acres of land and all the buildings, waterworks, and sewerage system 
of the old fort were, by act of Congress of February 8, 1899, granted 
to the Territory for use as an asylum for the insane. 

No further action was taken on the matter until 1903, when the 
seventh legislative assembly accepted the grant and provided that the 
asylum shoald be located at Fort Supply as soon as a railway, either 
steam or electric, should be in operation to that place, the foit being 
located in Woodward County, in the northwestern portion of the Ter- 
ritory, 20 miles from a railway. The eighth legislative assembly, 
which met two years later, repealed this act and appropriated $25,000 
to repair and fit up the buildings and remove the insane patients to 
the new hospital. The Oklahoma Sanitarium Company, which had 
the contract for caring for the insane of the Territory, brought suit to 
enjoin the officers of the Territory from carrying out the provisions of 
this act of the assembly on the ground that it was in violation of the 
act of Congress which prohibited the legislature from locating any 

EubUc institutions. The district court granted the restraining order, 
ut while the case was pending on appeal in the supreme court of the 
Territory the past year Congress approved and ratified the action of 
the legislature. 
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The board of trustees for the asylum soon after took action toward 
carrying out the provisions of the act of the legislative assembly. 
After a careful inspection of all the buildings and a consideration of 
all of the needs of the new institution plans weye adopted and at 
present bids are being advertised for. 

The work of renovation and repair will be pushed as rapidly as 
possible and the patients moved as soon as quarters are ready for 
them. 

PUBLIC BtJII^DINGS. 

The Territory has no public Territorial buildings except those of its 
magnificent educational structures. A capitol buildmg, peniten- 
tiary, insane asylum, reform school, and deaf and dumb scnool are 
urgently needed, but owing to action of Congress prohibiting their 
erection no action has been possible toward locating or erecting them. 
Sections 33 in a majority of tlie townships of the Territory, aggregatmg 
315,065 acres, valued at $4,000,000, have been reserved for public 
buildings for the State. These lands have been leased by the Terri- 
tory, and there is now in the hands of the Territorial treasurer the 
sum of $533,183.59, which has accumulated from the rentals. 

PTJBIilC HEALTH. 

The public health of the Territory is well looked after. There have 
been no serious epidemics of any character during the year, and the 
laws have been strictly enforced by the board of health, board of 
pharmacy, board of osteopathy, and the dental examiners. The 
number of licenses issued and in force in the Territory at this time 
by these boards is as follows: Physicians of the various schools of 
medicine, 3,062; osteopaths, 94; dentists, 478; pharmacists, 769. 

TERRITORIAX. MILITIA. 

The Oklahoma militia includes 11 companies of infantry, a regi- 
mental band, hospital, engineer corps, and a machine-gun platoon. 
The personnel of the guard is of the very best, the equipment good^ 
and the discipline and proficiency in drill excellent. The very best 
young men or the Territory are identifying themselves with the mili- 
tia, and should the nation call for men at any time Oklahoma would 
respond with citizen soldiery who would rank well with those of any 
State. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL. CONVENTION. 

The constitutional convention provided for in the Statehood enabl- 
ing act assembled in Guthrie on November 20, 1906, but instead of 
completing its labors in sixty days) as contemplated by the enabling 
act, it remained in session imtil March 5, 1907, when it took a recess 
until April 16, at which time it again assembled, and after making 
a number of changes the members signed the document and the con- 
vention again adjourned until July 6, the day before the date fixed 
for the election at which the people were to vote on the constitution 
and for State officers. 

After the adjournment of the convention in April, no original copy 
of the constitution was filed with the secretary of the Territory, as 
required by the enabling act, and because of this fact and or the 
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further fact that it was contended that the convention exceeded its 
authority in dividing the present counties of Oklahoma Territory, 
whose boundaries had been created by acts of Congress, Judge Pan- 
<K)ast, sitting as judge, of the district court at Alva, upon the appli- 
cation of citizens' of Woods County, granted a restraining order, 
enjoining the governor of the Territory from issuing a proclamation 
calling an election. This injimction was dissolved by the supreme 
court of the Territory on June 25, and immediately thereafter a call 
was issued for the reconvening of the convention, on July 10, 1907, 
to fix another date for the election and take such further action as 
was deemed necessary. 

Very respectfully, Frank Frantz, 

Governor. 
The Secretary of the Interior. 
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SUPPLEMENI^A]. REPORT. 

Executive Office, 
Ghithriey OTcla,, November 16, 1907. 
Snt: I have the honor to submit herewith a supplemental report of 
the condition of affairs and the transaction of public business within 
the Territory of Oklahoma from the date of the closing of my annual 
report on Jime 30, 1907, to November 16, the date upon which the 
Territory of Oklahoma passes out of existence by the issuance of the 
proclamation of the President of the United States admitting the State 
of Oklahoma into the Union. 

GKNERAJ^ PROGRK8S. 

During this period of four and one-half months the public business, 
of the Territory has been transacted in a satisfactory manner. The 
reports of the heads of the various departments submitted to me from 
time to time show about the usual amount and condition of business 
m each department. 

In the pubhc schools of the Territory there has been everywhere an 
increased enrollment. The seven higher educational institutions con- 
ducted by the Territory have opened their present year with in- 
creased attendance and promising prospects. 

The pubhc finances or the Territory are in excellent condition, the 
receipts exceeding the expenditures considerably during the period 
covered by this report. 

The Board of Amculture reports its work to be in a very encour- 
aging condition, it is conducting largely attended and interesting 
farmers' institutes in every county and is carrying on a large amount 
of educational work. 

The wheat crop was the smallest that the Territory has harvested 
for several jeaxs and, owing to continued drv weather during the sea- 
son for plowing and seeding, the acreage will be greatlv reduced for the 
next year. This will have the effect of inducing the farmers to diver- 
sify their crops more thoroughly, which will be an advantage to every 
community. The corn crop will be about 10 per cent short owing 
to the dry season of the summer. The cotton crop will not exceed 
two-thirds of that of last year, but the product is of an excellent qual- 
ity. The ffood prices prevailing for all crops will enable the farmers 
to net nearjy as much as they have been doing on larger crops at lower 
prices. 

Owing to the short wheat crop and the lateness of cotton the rentals 
on school lands are not being paid as promptly as for several year& 
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past, the collections since July 1 amounting to $358,458.85. As a 
result of the scarcity of land the larger tracts of school land in the 
western part of the Territory heretofore leased for pasture have been 
divided into small tracts and are being broken out for farming pur- 
poses. This will add considerable to the future income from the 
rentals of these lands. The absence of any public domain in Okla- 
homa has caused an active demand for the lands granted to the State 
colleges by the statehood enabUng act and practically all of the 
million and fifty thousand acres are already under lease. 

FINANCIAfj CONDITIONS. 

1^ The financial troubles throughout the country have afl'ected Okla- 
homa only in the way of a temporary embarrassment resulting from 
shortage of currency. Owing to the inability of the banlcs of the Ter- 
ritory to secure currency from the banks of the large cities with which 
they carried reserve deposits the people of the Territory have been 
badly hampered for money with which to transact business and move 
the' crops. The banks of Oklahoma were never in a better condition, 
but the inabiUty to secure currency to supply the public demand 
caused much serious apprehension at first, and at the request of all of 
the leading bankers of the Territory a public holiday was declared from 
October 28 to November 2. This was done in order to prevent the 
starting of runs upon any l)anks by depositors who were unduly appre- 
hensive, to prevent the protesting of paper, and to give everybody an 
opportunity to think matters over and face the situation calmly. 
Practically every bank in the Territory opened for business volun- 
tarily before the holiday expired, and tliey have all been carrying on 
their business in a way generally satisfactory since. Owing to the 
limited amount of currency, the banks, by general agreement, have 
been paying but small amounts in cash to depositors, but in every 
community the business houses accept checks and in the larger towns 
and cities clearin^j-house certificates and other asset currency have 
been issued. During this financial flurry but one bank out of the four 
hundred and thirty m the Territory has been compelled to close, and 
this suspension was caused by the defalcation of the cashier and not 
by any general financial conditions. 

FINAIi STEP TO STATEHOOD. 

The constitutional convention reassembled on July 10 and adopted 
forty-three amendments to the constitution, which had been simed 
as completed in April, passed a new election ordinance, and on July 
22 filed with the secretary of the Territory in accordance with the 
provisions of the enabling act a completed copy of the constitution 
and the election ordinance. On July 24 a proclamation was issued 
calling an election on September 17 for the people of Oklahoma and 
Indian Territory to vote on the adoption of the constitution, on the 
adoption of prohibition as a separate provision, and for the election of 
officers. The Republican and Democratic parties put full tickets in 
the field and the Socialist party a partial ticket. The vote, as finally 
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canvassed and certified to the President of the United States by the 
canvassing board on October 8, was as follows: 

Results of elections of October 8, 1907, 

Constitution: i Congressional vote — Continued. 

For -•. 180, 333 i Second district— 

Against 73,059 ! Republican 25,028 

Prohibition : I Democratic 26, 006 

For 130, 361 ! Third district— 

Against 112,258 Republican 23,643 

Governor: Democratic 26,371 

Democratic 134, 162 j Fourth district — 

Republican 106,507 | Republican 15,925 

Socialist 9,740 Democratic 29,856 

Congressional vote: Fifth district — 

First district — ' Republican 14, 883 

Republican 22,362 I Democratic 32,935 

Democratic 21,003 | ^... 

The certificates and abstracts of the election and a certified copy of 
the constitution adopted by the people were delivered to the President 
of the United States on October 28, at which time he announced that 
on November 16, twenty days from the deliverance of the same into 
his hands, he would issue a proclamation approving the same and 
admitting the State of Oklahoma into the umon pf States. This has 
been done, and with the issuance of the proclamation the Territory of 
Oklahoma ceases to exist and my term of office as governor thereof 
closes. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

Frank Frantz, Governor. 

The Secretary op the Interior. 

O 
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